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Inaugural AVPI Vietham Forum

Vietnam-Australia Pathways in the Digital Economy:
Trust, Trade & Innovation

Overview

In January 2025, the Australia Vietnam Policy Institute (AVPI), run by RMIT University, entered into a
strategic partnership with the Australian Embassy in Hanoi to deliver a three-year program of work titled
“Strengthening Australia-Vietnam Trade and Investment ties for Economic Development”.

This program is designed to support Vietnam'’s economic development and includes elevating the AVPI to
become a truly bilateral initiative through opening an AVPI front door in Hanoi and expanding the AVPI’s
partner network and strategic activities in Vietnam.

The AVPI’s flagship Vietnam activity will be an annual AVPI forum that will rotate between Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh City, delivered in partnership with local strategic partners in each city. The forum will highlight
Vietnam'’s economic agenda in key sectors, opportunities for bilateral trade and investment, and the
reforms needed to deliver a more competitive business environment in Vietnam. It will bring together a
community of Australian and Vietnamese representatives across industry, government, academia, think
tanks and non-profits.

Date & Time
e 11th September 2025, 12pm - 6pm
Location
e Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences, 1B Lieu Giai Street, Ngoc Ha ward, Hanoi

MC
e Ms. Nga Pham, Creatio Founder and CEO and RMIT Vietnam Alumna

Partners
e AVPI's strategic partner: the Institute of Vietnam and World Economy (IVAWE)
o The Australian Embassy in Hanoi

Theme
o Digital cooperation

Audience
e ~50 representatives from Australian and Vietnamese businesses, government, think tanks,
universities, non-profits and research institutions
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AGENDA

Time Item ‘

12:00 - 13:00 Registration and Networking Lunch

13:00 - 13:05 Open and Welcome
e Ms. Nga Pham, Creatio Founder and CEO and RMIT Vietnam Alumna (MC)

13:05 - 13:50 | Opening Remarks

Setting the context of the importance of digital cooperation to achieve the aspirations
of the Australia-Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

e H.E. Dr. Bui The Duy, Vice Minister, Vietham Ministry of Science and
Technology

e Ms. Cecilia Brennan, Economic Counsellor, Australian Embassy in Hanoi

e Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ta Minh Tuan, Vice President, Vietnam Academy of Social
Sciences

e Mr. Layton Pike, Interim DVC International & Engagement, RMIT University
and AVPI Advisory Board Member

13:50 - 14:15 Fireside Chat: Vietnam-Australia Digital Cooperation Vision - Building Trust
Across Borders

A high-level conversation exploring shared ambitions, strategic alignment, and mutual
opportunities in the digital economy. This dialogue will highlight how trust, policy
frameworks, and bilateral commitment can accelerate digital cooperation across
sectors.

¢ Dr. Pham Hong Quat, Director General, National Agency for Technology
Entrepreneurship and Commercialization Development (NATEC), Vietnam
Ministry of Science and Technology

e Mr. Edwin Law, Executive Director, AusCham Vietnam
e Ms. Peggy O’'Neal AO, Chancellor, RMIT University (Moderator)

14:15 - 14:55 Panel 1: Digital Cooperation in Trade and Financial Systems

A focused discussion on how Australia and Vietnam can enhance cross-border digital
transactions through smart tax reforms, interoperable payment systems, and
collaborative fintech innovations.

Dr. Sang Le, Deputy Director of the Institute of Vietnam and World Economy

e Mr. Long Do, Founder & CEO - Auschain Pty Ltd and Vietnam Blockchain
Corporation

e Dr. Anh Dao Le Trang, Lecturer, RMIT Vietnam

e Dr. Tuan Pham, Deputy Director of the Institute of Vietnam and World
Economy (Moderator)

14:55 - 15:15 Afternoon Tea Break

15:15-15:50 Case Studies: Showcasing Australia-Vietnam digital cooperation

1. Mr. Hong Tran, Senior Vice President, Business Development, TMA Technology
Group & Managing Director, TMA Innovation
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2. Prof. Trung Nguyen, Deputy Dean, The Business School, RMIT Vietnam and
AVPI Fellow

15:50 - 16:45 Panel 2: Empowering Digital Innovation Ecosystems through Strategic
Partnerships

Examining how Australia and Vietnam can strengthen digital innovation ecosystems
through strategic collaboration in venture capital funds, startup incubation, digital
parks and high-tech zone development.

e Mr. Thang Huynh, CEO of Innolab Asia and AVPI Fellow

e Dr. Pham Hong Quat, Director General, National Agency for Technology
Entrepreneurship and Commercialization Development (NATEC), Vietnam
Ministry of Science and Technology

o Dr. Rita Mokbel, President and CEO of Ericsson Viet Nam Company Limited

e Prof. Trung Nguyen, Deputy Dean, The Business School, RMIT Vietnam and
AVPI Fellow (Moderator)

16:45 -16:55 Closing Remarks

Synthesis of key discussion themes and next steps

e Dr. Tuan Pham, Deputy Director, Institute of Vietnam and World Economy
16:55 - 16:57 Wrap Up
e Ms. Nga Pham (M(C)

16 :57 - 18:00 Networking and Refreshments

18:00 Forum Concludes ‘
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